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POISON  INFORMATION  CENTRES 
ESTABLISHED  THROUGHOUT  ALBERTA 

Improved  treatment  for  all  accidental  poisonings  in  the  province  will  be  available  at  all 
Alberta  hospitals  with  the  establishment  of  the  Poison  Control  Service  by  the  Alberta  Department 
of  Public  Health.  The  program  of  treatment  and  record  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  compre- 
hensive in  the  world. 

All  active  hospitals  in  the  Province  now  have  been  equipped  with  an  index  system  listing  2400 
common  household  substances  containing  toxic  chemicals.  The  treatment  and  antidote  for  each  is 
contained  on  the  reference  card.  These  poison  treatment  centres  have  been  provided  with  all  instru- 
ments and  equipment  necessarv  to  treat  any  case  of  poisoning. 

At  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  Central  Poison  Information  Centres  are  located  to  supply  hospi- 
tals with  information  and  treatment  on  additional  lesser  known  poisons.  These  two  centres  are 
operated  round  the  clock  under  the  direction  of  a  senior  staff  member  in  pediatrics.  An  index 
listing  more  than  5,000  poisons,  in  addition  to  reference  books  and  pamphlets  containing  the  latest 
information  on  toxic  substances,  will  be  maintained  at  these  Information  Centres. 

Making  a  comprehensive  record  of  all  cases  of  poisoning  in  the  Province  is  also  part  of  the 
plan.  A  report  containing  the  location,  substance  and  result  of  accidental  poisonings  will  be  sub- 
mitted monthly  by  the  treatment  centres. 

The  poison  control  system  was  established  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health  as  a  result  of 
the  increased  incidence  of  accidental  poisonings  since  the  Second  World  War,  as  more  toxic  house- 
hold substances  were  made  available.  The  final  plan  was  drafted  after  a  two  year  studv  of  other 
similar  systems  and  consultations  with  medical  and  pharmaceutical  associations.  • 


Dr.  W.  C.  TuYlor.,  officer  In  charge  uj  the  Poison 
Control  Information  Centre  at  Edmonton  provides  in- 
formation from  the  index  listing  thousands  of 
poisonous  substances. 


Trailer  Coach  Park  Regulations  Revised 


Motor  Vehicle  License 
Plates  Now  On  Sale 

The  new  Alberta  license  plate  for  1960  fea- 
tures white  numerals  on  a  red  background  and 
will  go  on  sale  at  230  points  throughout  the  prov- 
ince March  1. 

The  private  passenger  car  plates  Vvill  have 
two  letters  and  four  digits.  Officials  of  the 
Department  of  Highway's  Motor  Vehicle  Branch 
believe  the  two-letter  four-digit  system  of  number- 
ing will  make  each  plate  more  unique  and  con- 
sequently more  easily  identified. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  more  than 
450,000  vehicles  of  all  types  registered  in  the 
province.  The  fifteen  classifications  include  all 
vehicles  from  motor  scooters  to  public  service 
vehicles  on  inter-continental  transport  hauls.  The 
Branch  estimates  more  than  500,000  sets  of  plates 
will  be  sold. 

There  is  no  number  preference  in  the  prov- 
ince. Registration  slips  were  released  in  the 
mail  February  27. 

Alberta  license  plates  are  manufactured  at  Fort 
Saskatchewan  Gaol  near  Edmonton.  The  program 
of  plate  production  employs  twenty-five  inmates 
during  the  year.  • 


Revised  Alberta  regulations  governing  trailer 
coaches  and  trailer  coach  parks  make  provision 
for  three  types  of  mobile  home  parks  in  the  prov- 
ince—permanent, temporary  and  tourist.  The  new 
regulations  became  effective  January  1. 

The  standard  of  new  permanent  parks  and 
services  provided  will  be  raised  as  a  result  of  the 
changes  in  regulations.  Minimum  square  area 
of  one  trailer  lot  has  been  increased  from  1,500 
square  feet  to  1,925  square  feet  or  a  lot  35  feet 
by  55  feet.  Operators  will  be  required  to  provide, 
in  one  general  playground,  an  area  computed  on 
the  basis  of  100  square  feet  for  each  trailer. 
Plumbing  connections  will  have  to  be  provided 
for  each  coach,  as  well  as  a  minimum  water 
supply  of  150  gallons  per  day,  and  suitable 
laundry  room  equipment. 

The  development  of  temporary  and  tourist 
parks  is  also  controlled  by  regulations.  A  tempor- 
ary park,  particularly  one  set  up  in  a  new  oil 


producing  area,  can  operate  on  a  one  year  per- 
mit issued  by  the  local  board  of  health.  It  must 
compl)-  with  strict  sanitar\'  regulations. 

Operators  of  tourist  trailer  reception  areas 
must  provide  toilet  facilities,  a  safe  water  supply, 
garbage  receptacles  and  disposal  service. 

Tourists  may  stop  at  a  trailer  park  only  for 
a  period  of  ten  days.  A  further  ten  day  extension 
may  be  granted  by  the  local  board  of  health. 
Wheels  or  running  gear  of  tourist  trailers  must 
not  be  removed  during  a  stopover. 

A  restriction  has  been  placed  on  the  size  of 
porches  built  onto  trailers  parked  at  a  permanent 
court.  The  additions  may  not  be  built  higher  than 
the  trailer  itself  and  may  not  exceed  six  feet  in 
anv  direction. 

The  new  regulations  also  prohibit  parking  a 
trailer  coach  on  any  public  street,  lane  or  trav- 
elled portion  of  any  highway.  • 
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BUDGET  FORECASTS  1960-61 


$259.18  Per  Capita  Outlay: 
Provides  $11,687  Surplus 

Budget  for  the  forthcoming  year  as  submitted  to  the  first  session  of 
the  Fourteenth  Alberta  Legislature  by  Provincial  Treasurer,  The  Hon. 
E.  W.  Hinman,  provides  for  an  overall  siirplus  of  $11,687.  It  is  estimated 
that  revenue  will  amount  to  $328,639,820,  which  is  an  increase  of 
$67,360,590  from  the  revenue  estimated  in  the  budget  presented  one  year 
ago. 

Total  expenditure  of  $328,628,133  is  made  up  of  $243,355,142  for 
ordinary  services;  $81,272,991  for  capital  projects  and  $4,000,000  for 
various  loans  authorized  by  statutes.  The  expenditure  represents  a  per 
capita  spending  of  $259.18  based  on  the  present  population  of  1,268,000. 

The  sum  of  $3,132,000  is  necessary  to  redeem  Alberta  debentures  and 
Treasury  Bills  maturing  during  the  coming  fiscal  year.  This  is  an  increase 
of  $1,283,000. 

The  funded  debt  of  the  province  amounted  to  $27,303,307  at  Decem- 
ber 31,  1959.  This  amount  will  be  entirely  retired  through  annual  payments 
by  1973,  except  for  a  small  amount  of  Treasury  Bills  which  finally  mature 
in  1977. 

Reserves,  built  up  from  accumulated  surpluses,  have  been  put  to  use 
to  finance  capital  expenditures  for  municipalities,  school  boards,  hospital 
boards,  rural  electrification  associations  and  Alberta  Government  Tele- 
phones. The  total  loans  outstanding  for  these  essential  projects  was 
$313,307,126  at  March  31,  1959.  An  additional  amount  in  reserve  consists 
of  cash,  and  investments  in  Federal  and  Provincial  securities. 

Agriculture 

The  sum  of  $4,701,660  from  income  account  is  required  to  maintain 
many  agricultural  services  so  that  the  farming  industry  will  be  in  a  position 
to  operate  on  an  economical  basis  —  $933,005  is  provided  for  the  Agricul- 
tural Extension  Branch;  $498,680  for  assistance  in  field  crops;  $631,150 
for  supervision  and  assistance  to  the  livestock,  dairy  and  poultry  industries; 
$767,560  for  the  operation  of  our  schools  of  Agriculture;  $327,600  to  con- 
trol animal  diseases;  $319,180  for  the  preparation  of  lands  in  irrigated 
areas;  and  $449,595  to  continue  the  operations  of  the  Provincial  Civil 
Defence. 

A  sum  of  $979,660  has  been  provided  for  the  St.  Mary  and  Milk  River 
and  Bow  River  projects,  and  a  further  sum  of  $606,135  is  needed  for  other 
irrigation,  drainage  and  flood  control  projects  throughout  the  Province. 

Revenue  of  $682,660  is  anticipated  from  fees  for  agricultural  services, 
although  $130,000  of  this  amount  represents  interest  receivable  from  loans 
under  The  Farm  Purchase  Credit  Act.  Capital  receipts  amounting  to 
$316,500  will  be  derived  from  repayments  of  agricultural  and  irrigation 
advances. 

In  the  Public  Works  vote  $28,580  is  provided  for  construction  at 
agricultural  schools  and  farms,  and  $25,200  to  furnish  various  agriculture 
buildings. 


Estimated  payment  from  Canada  under  the  tax-sharing  arrangements 
has  been  increased  from  $49,325,000  last  year  to  $61,990,000  for  the 
coming  year.  Higher  revenues  are  also  expected  from  earnings  on  our 
invested  reserves  at  $15,717,500;  profit  on  liquor  sales  at  $19,500,000,  and 
gross  Treasury  Branch  earnings  at  $3,000,000. 

Capital  receipts  are  obtained  from  repayments  on  loans,  being  chiefly 
$2,169,200  from  the  Alberta  Government  Telephones  Commission,  and 
$6,642,000  from  loans  made  under  The  Municipal  Capital  Expenditure 
Loans  Act. 

Unconditional  grants  totalling  $15,000,000  will  again  be  distributed 
to  municipalities  and  a  further  sum  of  $601,945  is  provided  for  grants  to 
the  large  Exhibition  Associations  and  to  welfare  and  recreational  organiza- 
tions which  operate  on  a  non-profit  basis.  The  cost  of  operating  the 
Treasury  Branches  will  increase  to  $2,732,150.  Earnings  are  expected 
to  be  $3,000,000.  Further  payments  estimated  at  $4,000,000  will 
be  made  as  loans  authorized  by  statutes.  Although  there  is  estimated 
only  $1,000,000  net  expenditure  in  loans  to  Rural  Electrification  Associa- 
tions, it  is  exjDected  that  at  least  another  $1,000,000  will  be  available 
through  the  revolving  operations  of  the  fund  and  this  amount  also  will 
be  loaned.  A  total  of  $1,615,000  has  been  loaned  under  The  Farm  Pur- 
chase Credit  Act  to  December  31,  ]959.  Additional  funds  will  be 
sought  bv  an  amendment  to  the  Act.  T^oans  will  also  be  available  for 
homestead  leases  and  for  Rural  Telephone  Associations. 


Municipal  Affairs 

The  main  source  of  revenue  comes  from  a  tax  of  4  mills  levied  by 
municipalities  on  an  equalized  assessment  basis,  and  remitted  by  the 
municipalities  to  the  Provincial  Government  as  their  share  of  the  Province's 
comprehensive  hospitalization  plan.  The  amount  of  this  levy  is  estimated 
to  be  $5,894,000. 

In  the  estimated  expenditures,  $1,500,000  has  been  provided  to  pay 
75%  of  the  labour  costs  under  the  Municipal  \A'inter  Works  Incentive  Pro- 
gram. Of  this  amount,  $1,000,000  will  be  reimbursed  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment as  its  share. 

JFrorifte»«l  Secretary 

Estimates  have  been  made  for  substantially  larger  receipts  under  The 
Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act  and  The  Insurance  Corporation  Tax  Act.  These  amounts 
have  been  increased  from  $24,000,000  to  $27,000,000,  and  from  $2,000,000 
to  2,100,000  respectively.  The  Pari-mutuel  tax  is  also  expected  to  yield  an 
additional  $125,000  up  to  a  total  of  $675,000. 

The  Provincial  Secretary  will  administer  the  grants  for  recreational 
purposes  provided  under  the  government's  Five  Year  Plan,  and  the  sum 
of  $2,300,000  has  been  provided  in  the  department's  estimates  to  get 
this  program  underway  next  year. 

Public  Bealth 

The  budget  for  the  Department  of  Public  Health  has  more  than 
doubled  during  the  last  three  years  and  now  requires  25.46%  of  our  total 
estimated  expenditure  on  income  account. 

The  Alberta  Hospitalization  Plan  will  require  $45,363,500  which  is 
$5,501,700  more  than  the  estimated  amount  last  year.  In  addition  to  paving 
for  the  approved  operating  and  capital  costs  of  hospitals,  except  for  a 
maximum  deterrent  charge  of  $2.00  per  dav  charged  to  the  patient,  the 
Government  now  has  assumed  the  cost  of  major  hospital  renovations  to 
be  paid  for  in  the  year  in  which  they  are  incurred,  and  shares  with  hospitals 
bad  debts  relating  to  uncollectible  patients  fees.  The  patients  fees  in  con- 
nection with  pensioners,  and  polio,  cancer  diagnostic,  and  maternity  cases 
are  paid  under  the  plan.  The  Federal  Government's  share  will  amount  to 
$17,000,000  and  the  municipalities  will  contribute  $5,894,000,  leaving 
a  net  cost  to  the  Province  of  $22,469,500. 

Estimates  Estimates  Increase  or 

1960-61  1959-60  Decrease  * 

Care  of  tuberculosis  patients                                   2,01S,400  %  1,963,000  $  55,400 

Mental   Institutions                                                   8,491.000  7,889,000  602,000 

Alberta  Hospitalization  Plan        _                        45,363,500  39,861,800  5,501,700 

Medical  care  of  pensioners                                       1,617,400  1,486,500  130,900 

Cancer    treatment                                                       801,500  905,220  103,720* 

Administration  and  other  health  services                3,672,200  3,962,680  290,480* 


$61,964,000 


$56,068,200 


$  5,895,800 


The  Public  Works  Department  will  continue  an  extensive  program  of 
expansion  and  improvements  at  the  health  institutions  and  $3,451,900  has 
been  estimated  in  the  vote  for  this  purpose.  Construction  of  the  service 
wing  a  the  University  Hospital  will  go  ahead  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1,910,000,  and  $20,000  has  been  provided  to  plan  for  a  new  cancer 
clinic  in  Edmonton. 

JPublic  fFofife* 

Capital  expenditures  totalling  $36,045,860  and  maintenance  and  care- 
taking  budgets  of  $9,147,460  are  demanded  of  this  department  in  main- 
taining services  needed  bv  the  government.  This  is  an  increase  of 
$2,055,560  over  last  year's  estimate. 

Vacatianal  Training 

The  Vocational  Training  branch  will  continue  to  expand  its  program 
of  supervising  and  training  apprentices  for  19  designated  trades,  and 
assisting  unemploved  and  disabled  persons  to  become  qualified  for  gainful 
employment.  The  total  cost  of  the  program  is  estimated  to  be  $1,570,180. 
It  is  expected  to  recover  $789,170  from  the  Federal  Government  on  a 
cost  sharing  basis. 

I^awnds  tiwiit  Forests 

The  sum  of  $5,731,900  has  been  provided  in  the  estimates  for  manage- 
ment and  protection  of  our  forests  and  we  have  requested  $789,400  to 
operate  our  fisli  and  \vild  life  branches.  Seven  hundred  and  eightv-three 
thousand,  four  hundred  twentv  dollars  lias  been  estimated  for  development 
of  our  Provincial  parks  including  $129,570  as  grants  to  local  authorities 
to  conduct  their  own  programs  of  development. 

The  financial  return  from  resources  is  estimated  at  $7,832,000,  which 
is  less  than  $1,000,000  under  our  total  expenditures. 

Capital  receipts  totalling  $332,000  will  be  obtained  from  the  sale  of 
Crown  lands,  and  from  reimbursements  From  the  Federal  Government  under 
joint  programs  oF  building  access  roads  and  camping  grounds. 

The'Public  Works  Department  is  expected  to  spend  $278,000  for  the 
construction  of  ranger  stations,  office  accommodation,  slwps  and  other 
buildings  at  various  points  in  the  Province. 
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EXPENDITURES  of  $328,628,133 


Mjabaur 

The  new  Department  of  Labour  was  created  last  year.  Total  ex- 
penditures of  $1,629,350  are  required  for  this  department  compared 
with  $1,478,665  which  was  voted  last  year  as  part  of  the  Department 
of  Industries  and  Labour  estimates. 

Public  Welfare 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  public  welfare  in  the  Province  for  next 
year  is  estimated  to  be  $21,951,820  against  which  is  applied  shared-cost 
reimbursements  amounting  to  $5,853,500,  chiefly  receivable  from  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  estimated  net  cost  of  public  welfare  services  to  the  Province  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Service 

Public  assistance  and  iili.- 
Child  Welfare 

Old  age  assistance   

Blind  allowanoss 
Disabled  alowances 

Mothers'  allowances   

Widows'  pensions 
Supplementary  allowances 
Administration 


1960-61 
$  2,222.160 
2,331,870 
2,164,000 
76,500 
1,202,000 
2,220.000 

277,500 
4,732,000 

S22.290 


1959-60 
$  2,120,150 
2,109,150 
2,114,250 
76,750 
1,061,000 
2,075,000 
271,000 
4,817,000 
665, 8(50 


Increase  or 

Dec-ease  * 
?  102,010 
222,720 
49,750 
250» 
141,000 
145,000 
6,500 
35,000* 
156. 4  SO 


No.  of 
Recipi- 
ents 


3,100 
6,723 

484 
3,591 
2,312 

840 
26,948 


,160 


$16,098,320  $15,310,160 

The  Public  Works  Department  will  bring  near  completion  31  homes 
for  the  aged  in  the  current  fiscal  year  and  expects  to  build  the  remaining 
19  next  year  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $5,800,000.  It  is  hoped  soon  to  arrange 
sites  for  the  two  large  homes  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary.  One  million  dollars 
has  been  provided  in  the  estimates  to  get  these  two  projects  under  way. 
There  is  a  pressing  need  for  a  hostel  in  Edmonton  for  which  $300,000  is 
being  requested. 

Mines  and  Minerals 

The  very  gratifying  results  from  sales  of  Crown  leases  and  reservations, 
largely  due  to  the  expansion  of  the  Swan  Hills  area  into  an  oil  field  of 
major  proportions,  has  prompted  an  estimate  of  $68,250,000  from  such 
sales  which  is  an  increase  of  $27,000,000  over  the  amount  estimated  a  year 
ago.  Royalties  are  expected  to  bring  in  $26,700,000,  and  rentals 
$30,700,000,  which  are  substantially  higher  than  last  year's  estimates. 
The  mineral  tax  on  production  from  freehold  lands  is  expected  to  yield 
$1,250,000. 

Expenditures  totalling  $2,081,415  have  been  estimated  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  mines  and  minerals  which  includes  $719,000  towards  the 
operation  of  the  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  Board  and  $300,000  to  make 
safe  certain  abandoned  mining  properties. 

The  Public  Works  Department  vote  includes  $8000  for  minor 
construction  at  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  Board  buildings. 

Education 

In  accordance  with  the  program  of  generous  assistance  to  school 
boards  and  students,  expenditures  of  $67,987,886  are  estimated  for  the 
Department  of  Education,  which  is  $5,137,961  more  than  last  year  and 
represents  21.55%  of  total  revenue  on  income  account.  Operational  grants 
to  schools  will  be  increased  from  $41,000,000  to  $46,000,000.  This  amount 
is  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  operating  costs  of  schools.  Grants 
totalling  $10,700,000  will  assist  in  the  construction  of  new  school  rooms. 
Classrooms,  teachers  and  number  of  students  have  increased  to  9407,  10855, 
and  261,554  respectively  as  at  June  30,  1959.  The  average  cost  per  pupil  in 
1958  was  $301.46  and  this  is  expected  to  increase  to  $325.00  in  1959. 

In  keeping  with  the  Government's  intention  to  make  a  university 
education  available  to  students  at  as  low  a  cost  as  can  reasonably  be 
accomplished  the  operation  grant  to  the  Universitv  of  Alberta  is  being 
increased  from  $3,947,000  to  $6,000,000. 

Nine  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand,  four  hundred  forty  dollars 
has  been  provided  for  assistance  to  teachers  in  training  and  to  other 
students,  while  an  additional  $337,700  is  being  requested  for  loans  to 
university  and  technical  students.  The  sum  of  $1,208,500  will  be  required 
to  operate  the  Institute  of  Technology  in  Calgary.  The  School  for  the 
Deaf  will  need  $424,680,  and  further  amounts  are  required  for  administra- 
tion and  other  educational  services. 

In  the  Public  Works  vote  an  amount  of  $10,801,000  has  been  ap- 
propriated for  the  University  of  Alberta;  construction  at  the  Education 
Building  in  Calgary  requires  $247,000;  and  it  is  intended  to  commence 
building  a  school  for  the  physically  handicapped. 

With  the  completion  of  some  of  the  major  University  buildings  next 
year,  a  ver\'  substantial  outlay  will  be  needed  for  furnishings  and  equip- 
ment, and  $2,300,000  lias  been  provided  for  these  buildings  and  for  other 
buildings  on  the  University  campus,  both  here  and  in  Calgary.  An  amount 
of  $132,40(1  lias  been  included  to  furnish  other  educational  buildings. 


Industry  and  IMevelapwnent 

In  the  re-organization  of  Government  departments,  the  Department 
of  Industry  and  Development  was  created  which  took  over  some  of  the 
activities  of  the  former  Departments  of  Economic  Affairs  and  Industries  and 
Labour.  The  sum  of  8501,520  has  been  provided  for  this  new  department 
to  assist  in  the  Province's  industrial  development  and  to  supervise 
co-operative  activities. 

Aittarney  Genertil 

The  main  revenue  is  obtained  from  fees  under  The  Land  Titles  Act 
estimated  at  $2,260,000,  and  $1,420,000  from  Statute  fines.  Other  revenues 
are  derived  from  various  legal  fees  and  services. 

Two  million,  four  hundred  and  five  thousand,  six  hundred  twenty 
dollars  has  been  appropriated  to  operate  our  penal  institutions  which  is  an 
increase  of  $273,555  over  last  year.  Our  agreement  with  Canada  for  polic- 
ing by  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  will  cost  $1,626,025,  an  in- 
crease of  $191,446. 

Included  in  the  Public  Works  vote  is  $812,000  to  continue  construction 
at  the  Calgary  Gaol,  and  a  further  sum  of  $472,500  for  necessary  con- 
struction at  the  other  institutions.  Furnishings  and  equipment  will  require 
an  additional  $86,050. 


Highnrays 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  estimated  expenditures 
on  Alberta  highways: 

Administration  and  Maintenance 


Ferries,  bridges  and  highways   

Construction  and  maintenance  of 

bridges  in  municipalities   

Construction  and  mainteniince  of 

highways  in  municipalities   

Construction — Municipal  projects 
Approach  roads 

Motor  vehicle  branch   _  

Administration 


$  6,277,290 

3,150,000 
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1,000,000 
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831,850 
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S  841,400 


2.650,000 
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1,000,000 
1,000,000 
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$23,540,500 
1959-60 


Ferries,  Bridges  and  highways   $42,860,340 


Included  in  construction  and  maintenance  of  highways  in  municipalities 
is  an  amount  of  $3,000,000  for  paving  in  towns,  villages  and  hamlets  with 
populations  over  200.  This  is  part  of  a  $6,000,000  program  being  a  feature 
of  the  second  phase  of  the  Government's  five-vear  program. 

The  estimates  for  construction  include  $1,067,500  for  the  Trans- 
Canada  highway  which  is  nearly  completed,  and  $3,502,215  for  roads  to 
resources  which  expenditure  is  shareable  with  the  Federal  Government. 

A  further  amount  of  $218,500  is  included  in  the  Public  Works  vote 
for  construction  of  maintenance  shops  and  highwavs  weigh  scales. 

On  the  revenue  side  fees  for  registering  and  licensing  motor  vehicles 
have  been  increased  by  $933,000  to  a  total  of  $12,798,000. 

Municipal  Assistance 

Government  assistance  to  municipalities  and  residents  will  again  be 
increased.  The  formula  under  which  operational  grants  are  paid  to  School 
Boards  will  require  an  additional  $5,000,000  and  school  construction 
grants  will  be  continued  on  the  same  basis  as  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 
The  second  year  of  the  Government's  five  year  program  emphasizes  con- 
struction of  roads,  sidewalks  and  recreational  facilities  in  municipalities, 
and  $5,300,000  has  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  In  addition  the 
normal  program  of  assistance  for  highwavs,  bridges  and  other  structures 
in  municipalities  will  be  increased  to  $15,550,000.  Unconditional  grants 
under  The  Municipal  Assistance  Act  will  again  total  $15,000,000  and 
assistance  will  be  given  for  hospital  construction,  indigent  relief  and  health 
service  grants.  Total  direct  municipal  assistance  is  estimated  to  be 
$96,631,000  for  the  coming  year. 

Under  The  Alberta  Hospitalization  Benefit  Plan  all  residents  can 
obtain  hospitalization  for  a  maximum  charge  of  $2.00  per  day  plus  a 
4  mill  tax  on  their  municipal  assessment.  Patients  suffering  from  mental 
diseases,  polio,  tuberculosis  and  cancer  will  be  cared  for  and  provincial 
pensioners  will  receive  medical  attention  without  any  charge  being  made. 
The  cost  to  the  Province  of  indirect  assistance  is  estimated  to  be 
$35,126,000,  and  the  total  cost  of  both  direct  and  indirect  assistance  will 
be  $131,757,000  which  is  41.98%  of  the  total  revenue  on  income  account. 

Loans  to  finance  capital  expenditures  of  municipalities,  schools  and 
hospitals  have  been  obtained  through  the  Alberta  Municipal  Financing 
Corporation.  The  Province's  guarantee  on  the  Corporation's  borrowings 
has  resulted  in  an  interest  savings  of  at  least  1%  to  the  municipalities,  but 
more  important  is  the  fact  that  capital  funds  were  made  available  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  obtain.  As  it 
December  31,  1959,  the  Alberta  Municipal  Financing  Corporation  had  an 
outstanding  debt  of  $108,200,000  and  loans  totalling  $99,286,766  were 
due  from  municipalities,  school  and  hospital  boards. 
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Giant  Engine  Recalls 
Colorful  Railway  Era 


The  i)s\ ihiatrii^  nurse  training  program  prepares  young  jnen  and  women  to  care 
for  iihysieully  ill  as  ivell  as  mentally  ill  persons. 

Patients  being  treated  for  mental  illness  in  provincially  operated  hos- 
pitals are  nursed  by  fully  qualified  psychiatric  nurses.  A  comprehensive 
training  program  to  help  provide  such  trained  personnel  has  been  under- 
written since  1930  by  the  Alberta  Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  training  or  "educational"  program  has  grown  from  one  course 
initially  offered  at  the  Ponoka  hospital,  to  four  distinct  courses  available 
at  Ponoka,  and  two  courses  offered  at  the  Provincial  Mental  Institute, 
Edmonton. 

Since  inception  of  the  overall  plan  more  than  2,000  men  and  women 
have  been  graduated  from  the  two  schools.  Many  graduates  remain  on 
staff  and  ultimately  become  supervisors  or  instructors.  The  alumni  list 
includes  many  nurses  who  have  risen  to  responsible  positions  in  the 
psychiatric  nursing  field  throughout  North  America. 

The  senior  course  available  in  Alberta  is  a  four-year  training  program 
which  prepares  young  women,  and  men,  to  give  complete  nursing  care  to 
patients  whose  illness  may  have  either  an  emotional  or  a  physical  basis. 

At  the  end  of  the  four-year  term  students  are  eligible  to  write  examina- 
tions to  become  registered  nurses  in  "general  and  psychiatric"  nursing. 
During  the  four- year  period,  candidates  spend  the  first  16  months  at  the 
Provincial  Mental  Hospital,  Ponoka,  and  the  next  two  years  at  either  the 
(Calgary  General  Hospital,  Royal  Alexandra  or  the  University  Hospitals  at 
Edmonton.  Nurses  subsequently  return  to  the  provincial  mental  hospital  for 
seven  months  of  advanced  psychiatric  training. 

A  three-year  course  leading  to  certification  in  psychiatric  nursing  and 
eligibility  for  membership  in  the  Alberta  Psychiatric  Nurses'  Association  is 
available  at  Ponoka  and  the  Provincial  Mental  Institute  at  Edmonton.  The 
Ponoka  course  of  studies  is  restricted  to  men  while  both  sexes  are  admitted 
to  the  Institute. 

During  the  three-year  "in-service"  training  period,  students  are  con- 
sidered as  staff  and  are  paid  a  substantial  salary  which  increases  upon 
completion  of  each  term.  Course  subject  matter  includes  nursing  arts, 
medical  and  surgical  nursing,  psychiatry,  psychology  and  nursing  psycho- 
therapy. 

A  six-month  post-graduate  course  in  psychiatric  nursing  is  offered 
at  the  Ponoka  hospital  to  graduate  general  nurses  who  want  to  further 
their  knowledge  of  psychiatric  nursing.  Candidates  receive  instruction  in 
nursing  psychotherapy,  group  discussion,  and  psycho-pharmacology. 

The  fourth  training  plan  is  an  eight-week  affiliation  course  which  is 
compulsory  for  students  of  recognized  schools  of  nursing  in  Alberta.  The 
Provincial  Mental  Institute  serves  students  from  nursing  schools  in  northern 
Alberta  while  southern  Alberta  students  take  their  course  at  Ponoka. 

The  affiliation  program  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most  forward 
steps  taken  in  recent  years  in  psychiatric  nursing.  As  a  result  of  the  plan 
all  nurses  have  the  opportunity  to  work  under  actual  mental  hospital  condi- 
tions. They  are  given  theory  and  planned  clinical  experience  during  the 
eight  weeks  thus  broadening  their  insight  and  understanding  of  the  mentally 
ill.  • 


A  giant  locomotive  that  once  chugged  its  wa)'  through  "roller-coaster" 
terrain  of  the  Rocky  and  Selkirk  Mountains  between  Calgary  and  Revelstoke, 
B.C.,  has  become  the  newest  visitor  attraction  in  the  City  of  Calgary. 

It  stands  on  rails  at  a  site  in  Mewata  Park  in  the  central  section  of  the 
city  facing  the  mountains  it  was  built  to  conquer.  Adding  to  the  glory  of 
the  steamer  is  full-scale  replica  of  a  pioneer  station  house,  complete  with 
hardwood  benches  and  pot-bellied  stove.  The  station  acts  as  a  tourist 
information  centre  and  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Calgary  Tourist  and 
Convention  Association. 

The  locomotive  is  one  of  the  famous  "5900's",  an  engine  designed  to 
challenge  one  of  the  toughest  sections  of  railway  in  the  world.  A  total  of  35 
of  these  giants  were  built  and  were  in  service  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway's  transcontinental  line  from  1929  to  the  early  1950's  when  they 
gave  way  to  smaller,  more  efficient  diesels. 

The  5900's  were  the  biggest  locomotives  in  the  British  Commonwealth. 
The  driving  wheels  are  5  feet,  three  inches  in  diameter.  The  distance  from 
the  pilot  to  the  back  of  the  tender  is  98  feet  while  top  to  bottom  height 
measures  15  feet,  six  inches. 

The  loaded  weight  of  the  engine  in  service  was  447,000  pounds.  The 
tender  weighed  an  additional  284,000  pounds.  An  oil  burner,  the  locomotive 
carried  4,100  Imperial  gallons  of  oil  and  1,200  Imperial  gallons  of  water. 

The  engine  on  display  at  Calgary  is  the  "5934",  second  last  of  the 
series  to  be  built.  It  was  obtained  by  Calgarians  through  civic  funds  and 
public  donations  and  the  co-operation  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

Photography  platforms  are  to  be  erected  early  this  year  and  will 
enable  visitors  to  take  pictures  of  the  steamer  from  various  points  of 
advantage.  The  cab  will  be  open  to  inspection.  © 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  corning  year  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of 
provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is 
pleased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton. 

March    3        Seed  Fair  and  Short  Course  Calgary 

March    4-6      North  American  Nordic  Ski  Championships  Banff 

March  14-18    Spring  Livestock  Shoiv  and  Sale  Calgary 

March  14-19    Edmonton  Bonspiel   „   Edmonton 

March  21-23    Canadian  Electrical  Assoc   Edmonton 

March  21-29    Spring  Livestock  Show  and  Sale  Edmonton 

March  26        Little  Royal  and  Achievement  Day — 

Olds  School  of  Agriculture    Olds 

Band  Festival   Lacombe 


March  27-28 
March  31- 
April  2 
April  18-21 


Canadian  Girl  Guides'  Assoc.  Convention  Calgary 
Alberta  Y.M.C.A.  Inteimediate  Leaders 

Corps  Conference  Calgary 

April    25-27    Film  Festival    Grande  Prairie 
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"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint 
the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing  of  any  material 
but  a  credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
mailing  address  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward 
their  name  and  address  to  "Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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